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1 A few words on my passion
How did I discover the charming field of citizen 
science
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2 So what is citizen science?
In search of a definition, blurring concepts
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Craglia, Max & Shanley, Lea. (2015). Data democracy: Increased supply of geospatial information and expanded 
participatory processes in the production of data. International Journal of Digital Earth. 8. 1-15. 
10.1080/17538947.2015.1008214. 



10



11

Environmental citizen science Civic environmental 

monitoring 

Civilian science and civilian 

monitoring  

The practice in which non-professional 

participants contribute to data collection 

and in some cases data analysis to advance 

research in the environmental field.1 It 

always entails a scientific component (e.g., 
systematic observations) and may be 

supported by professional scientists. 

Context: peacetime. 

Note: the reference to ‘citizenship’ is 

detached from its legal definition being 

rather a synonymous of ‘people’. 

The use by ordinary 

people of monitoring 

devices such as sensors 

or their senses such as 

smell to detect 

environmental issues.2 It 

may or not entail a 

scientific component 

(e.g., anecdotal 

observations). 

Context: peacetime. 

The application of citizen 

science and civic monitoring 

methodologies to record and 

report environmental impacts 

caused by AC.3 It includes both 

systematic data collection and 

analysis, and non-systematic 

observations (e.g., based on 

personal stories or individual 

experiences). Context: both 

during and after an AC. 

 

 
1 Muki Haklay et al., ‘What Is Citizen Science? The Challenges of Definition’ in Katrin Vohland et al. (eds), 

The Science of Citizen Science (Springer 2021). 
2 Anna Berti Suman, Civic Monitoring for Environmental Law Enforcement (Edward Elgar 2024). 
3 Doug Weir, Dan McQuillan & Robert Francis, ‘Civilian science: the potential of participatory environmental 

monitoring in areas affected by AC’ (2019) 191 Environmental Monitoring and Assessment 618. 



3 Citizen science in health research
How the practice is contributing to patients’ 
engagement, knowledge production and 
community-based research
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4 Citizen science for health service 
provision
Exploring data altruism, personalization from 
below and related challenges
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Thank you for your attention. Questions?
anna.bertisuman@unipd.it

22

sensing_for_justice

persona.pd

pastis-research.eu


	Slide 1: Mobilising citizen science in support of  health research and health services provision  
	Slide 2: 1 A few words on my passion
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: 2 So what is citizen science?
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: 3 Citizen science in health research
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: 4 Citizen science for health service provision
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Thank you for your attention. Questions? anna.bertisuman@unipd.it 

